
BELIEVE 

“The Church” 

The Importance of the Church 

 

INTRODUCTION: 

 

 1. Matthew 16:13-18 

   

 2. Here in this passage is the first time in scripture that the term “church” shows up. 

 

 3. Ephesians 2:18-21 

 

 4. Matthew 16:18 

  a) The word “church” in the Greek is “ekklesia”. 

 

  b) “ekklesia”  means “a called out assembly with a purpose.” 

 

 5. Jesus’ disciples heard Him say  “I will build my own assembly of people with a 

 specific purpose and the foundation of this new assembly will be ME.”   

 

 6. Where did the term “church” come from? 

 

 7. The Church (“ekklesia”) is the most important institution on earth. 

 

 8. It is the Church that has been given sole authority to unlock the treasures of the 

 spiritual realm so that they can be brought to bear on the realities of this earth. 

 

  

 

I. WE FACE A GOD-SIZED PROBLEM 

 

 2 Chronicles 15:1-6   

 

 Very Important: Everything that is physical and visible (the world around us) is 

controlled by things that are invisible and spiritual. 

 

 A. A TIME OF MUCH CONFUSION 

 

  1. Vs 1-3 

   

  2. Vs 4 

    

  



  3. Vs 5 

   a) “disturbances” – confusion, means to be disturbed in the mind. 

 

  4. Vs 6 WOW!!! 

   a) “for God troubled them with every sort of distress” 

 

  5. Here it is: The problem that is tearing apart the fabric of our society has a  

  spiritual cause. 

 

  

 B. THEY DID NOT KNOW THE TRUE GOD 

 

  1. Vs 3 

   a) “Israel was without the true God” 

 

   

 C. THEY LACKED BIBLICAL TEACHING 

 

  1. Vs 3 

   a) “and without a teaching priest” 

 

  2.  “A mist in the pulpit is a fog in the pew!!” 

 

   

 D. THEY LACKED BIBLICAL APPLICATION 

 

  1. Vs 3 

   a) “and without the Law” 

 

  2.  That is, they didn’t know how to apply God’s law to life’s situations. 

 

  3.  Judges 21:25 

   a) “Everybody did that which was right in his own eyes.” 

 

  4. QUESTION:  So how can we have all these churches on every corner and all  

  these preachers and all these programs and all these facilities and yet still have  

  such a moral vacuum in our culture? 

 

  5. ANSWER: THAT’S EASY!!!!  It’s because God’s people aren’t bringing God’s  

  Word  and God’s power to bear on the world around us.  Christians are empty and  

  shallow. 

 

 



II. WE HAVE A GOD-ORDAINED SOLUTION 

 

 A. THIS CALLED OUT ASSEMBLY HAS A PURPOSE (The Church) 

 

  1. Matthew 16:13-18 

   a) So what do we see here in this passage? 

    1) A Promise:   

    2) A Foundation: 

    3) Victory 

    4) Spiritual Warfare 

 

  2. Matthew 16:19 

   a) “Keys” 

    1) What are keys for?  To open what is locked! 

    2) Keys give access!! 

 

   b) Acts 1:8 

 

  3. Cf: Matthew 16:18  

   a) “gates” –  

 

   

 B. THIS CALLED OUT ASSEMBLY IS A PERSON 

 

  1. Ephesians 1:22-23 

 

  2. Very Important: We complete the Person of Christ in a way that a body   

  completes a head by carrying out the head’s orders and giving it hands and feet  

  with which to express itself. 

  

  3. “The Body” is Paul’s favorite term for the Church.   

 

  4. Ephesians 1:18-19a 

 

  5. Ephesians 1:19b-22 

 

  6.  Vs 23 

 

  7. BIG QUESTION:  If God has appointed Jesus over all things, why aren’t “all  

  things” under His authority now? 

 

  8. ANSWER: Because “all things” don’t acknowledge Jesus as Lord, except the  

  church.  



 

  9. Philippians 2:10-11 

 

  10. Matthew 28:19-20 

 

CONCLUSION: 

 1. Matthew 16:13-18 
 


