
EMBRACING CHANGE 

Joshua 5 

“First Things First” 

 

I. SUCCESS IS BUILDING UPON PREVIOUS SUCCESSES 

 

 1. Vs 1  

 

2. Joshua 2:8-11  That was the miracle of the Red Sea 

 

3. Cf. 4:19-24   

 

4. The Nation of Israel had tasted success in the crossing of the Jordan and were now 

poised for the next challenge. 

 

5. VERY IMPORTANT:  To the Christian Salvation is the greatest of all miracles!!!!! 

 

 a) 1 Thessalonians 4:3 

 

b) The Red Sea Experience is a picture of Salvation; The Jordan River experience is 

a picture of your continued Spiritual Growth. 

 

c) 2 Corinthians 5:17 

 

d) James 1:2-4 kjv 

 

 6. As Christians we experience the Victory of Salvation and then…. 

  a) Some have overcome addictions.  

   

b) Some have overcome character issues… 

    

  c) Past relational failures 

    

  d) Financial Failures 

    

7. When we remember our past victories, we know that God will give us Victory as we battle 

for new territory in the Christian Life. 

 

8. We will always be battling in this Christian life because we are in a war. 

 

9. 1 Corinthians 12:4-7; 11 

 

 



II. PARTICIPATION BEGINS WITH PREPARATION 

 

 1.  Vs 1    

  a) Question:  When do you think would be the opportune time to attack? 

   1) “their hearts melted and there was no longer any spirit in them” 

 

 2. Vs 2; 3-4 

 

 A. THE RITE OF CIRCUMCISION 

 

  1. So what was so important about circumcision?  

a) Through circumcision the recipient identified himself with the Abrahamic 

Covenant and was constantly reminded of its promises. 

 

b) Genesis 12:1-2 

   

c) Genesis 15:13-16 

 

  2. Joshua 5:2-4 

 

3. The strange thing about our generation is that we have become so bent on 

achieving our goals that all we want is the PRODUCT and not the PROCESS. 

 

4. If you ever want to become good at anything there is a process called “Hard Work” 

that precedes it. 

 

   a) How about in athletics? 

        

   b) How about academics? 

     

   c) How about with relationships? 

     

   d) How about in the Christian experience? 

 

  5. God places a premium on PREPARATION 

 

   a) Moses lived for 120 years 

1) 1st 40 years Moses lived in luxury and was taught how to be 

SOMEBODY! 

 

2) 2nd 40 years Moses spent in the desert wilderness and learned how 

to be a nobody. 

 



a. Once he learned how to be a SOMEBODY and then to be a 

NOBODY, God was ready to use him. 

 

3) 3rd 40 years Moses was put to work showing everyone how a 

NOBODY could be a SOMEBODY for God. 

 

   b) Joseph spent years getting his training in Prison. 

 

    1) First he was a slave. 

    2) Then he spent 2 ½ years in a prison for a crime he didn’t commit. 

     

  6. We have a tendency to minimize the importance of preparation. 

 

  7. PREPARATION PRECEEDS PARTICIPATION 

 

 B. UNITY IS THE SOUL OF VICTORY 

 

  1. Vs 10 

 

2. God gave them the Passover as a thanksgiving festival to celebrate their escape 

from the bondage of Egypt. 

 

3. Circumcision was the outward sign of their inward obedience. 

 

4. PASSOVER was a celebration that they were SAVED. 

 

5. In their Redemption; their special relationship with God; they were to find a spirit 

of unity. 

 

 

III. EMBRACING CHANGE IS THE ULTIMATE CHALLENGE 

 

 1. Vs 11-12 

 

 2. God stopped delivering. 

 

 

CONCLUSION: 

 

 1. Sometimes the METHODOLOGY HAS TO CHANGE!!!! 

 

 2. BUT THE MESSAGE NEVER DOES. 
 


