
THE IDEAL CHURCH

ACTS 2:42-47



INTRODUCTION

A.vs. 42 – “devoted”- to persist obstinately, to 

continue in something; carries the idea of it’s 

something you want or find valuable.

B. It’s easy to be stubborn about something you love 

or find value in.



EPHESIAN 5:18-20

“18And do not get drunk with wine, for 
that is debauchery, but be filled with 
the Spirit, 19addressing one another 
in psalms and hymns and spiritual 
songs, singing and making melody to 
the Lord with your heart, 20giving 
thanks always and for everything to 
God the Father in the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ,” 

“16 Let the word of Christ dwell in 

you richly, teaching and admonishing 

one another in all wisdom, singing 

psalms and hymns and spiritual 

songs, with thankfulness in your hearts 

to God.”

COLOSSIANS 3:16

#1 – WE NEED BIBLICAL NOURISHMENT. (V.42)

a. Why? God’s Spirit works in conjunction with God’s Word in our lives.



b.“apostle’s teaching” – a Jesus-centered view of the Old 

Testament at the time. Today, we have the record of what 

they taught in our New Testament!

i. Luke 24:44-45 “44 Then he said to them, “These are my words that I 
spoke to you while I was still with you, that everything written about 
me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be 
fulfilled.” 45 Then he opened their minds to understand the 
Scriptures,”

ii. Our New Testament is the record of what the Apostle’s taught.

#1 – WE NEED BIBLICAL NOURISHMENT. (V.42)



a. “fellowship” – Gk. – koinonia – “sharing or holding something in 
common.

i. Jesus is what we hold in common. He is what holds us together. (1 John 1:3)

ii. “Ideally…the church itself is not made up of  natural ‘friends.’ It is made up 
of natural enemies. What binds us together is not common education, 
common race, common income levels, common politics, common nationality, 
common accents, common jobs, or anything else of that sort. Christians 
come together…because…they have all been loved by Jesus himself…They 
are a band of natural enemies who love one another for Jesus’ sake.” – D.A. 
Carson

#2 – WE NEED LOVING FELLOWSHIP. (V.42, 44-45)



b. We exercise our fellowship when we care for each other.

i. love one another; instruct one another; serve one another; bear one 
another’s burdens; encourage one another; provoke one another to love 
and good works; confess your sins to one another; etc.

c. Fellowship is most powerfully demonstrated through giving 
generously. (v.44-45)

i. “You can love generously if you have been generously loved.” – Tim Keller

#2 – WE NEED LOVING FELLOWSHIP. (V.42, 44-45)



a. Rev. 4:11- Worship happens when we reflect God’s glory back to 
Him and to the rest of creation.

i. Humans are unique among creation because we are created in God’s 
image. (Gen. 1:26, 27)

ii. “Man is the mirror image in which God looks to see Himself. 
Man is the reflection of the glory of God…Man’s supreme 
function through all eternity is to reflect God’s highest 
glory…this is the reason you were created in the first place. This 
is your purpose.” – A.W. Tozer

#3 – WE NEED VIBRANT WORSHIP. (V.42, 46-47)



b. THREE WAYS TO EXPRESS WORSHIP:

i. Take Communion Regularly (v.42)

1. Remembering Jesus’ death puts our life back into proper focus.

#3 – WE NEED VIBRANT WORSHIP. (V.42, 46-47)



ii. Pray Together Regularly (v.42)

1. Praying acknowledges our need for God.

1. Praying re-orders the desires of our heart. 

iii. Regularly Gather in Large and Small Groups (v.46, 47)

#3 – WE NEED VIBRANT WORSHIP. (V.42, 46-47)



“These impious Galileans not only feed their own poor but ours as well, 

welcoming them to their agape feasts; they attract them, as children are 

attracted with cakes.” – Emperor Julian

a. The early church displayed an attractive faith to the people around them.

b. “having favor with all the people…”

i. The early church was seen as a GIFT to the surrounding community.

#4 – WE NEED EVANGELISTIC OUTREACH. (V. 43, 47)



c. Unbelievers heard the gospel and saw its power working in the lives of the 

Christians.

i. The results: God showed up. People were saved daily.

#4 – WE NEED EVANGELISTIC OUTREACH. (V. 43, 47)



• What about me? What about you?

• Would people look at you or me and see the power of the gospel 

working in our lives?

“Truth is not less true when uttered by a hypocrite, 

but it is less trusted.” - Dr. Michael Svigel

CLOSING THOUGHTS


